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Music from the Classical period can be difficult to be positive about when its compared to the works of Mozart, but Dittersdorf's manages to be far from boring and in fact not that far removed from the music of Mozart. All the music on this CD has a gentle and flowing nature about it, while still managing to dip into the lower/softer extremes of its subject as well as the more intense aspects. Sometimes however, the music does seem a little repetitive, and perhaps a little too refined considering the themes that it's suppose to be portraying. On the other hand, as Classical music, it is very much of its period, and if you've always enjoyed Mozart's "lighter" works, such as the divertimentos and seranades, then quite possibly you will find just as much to like in the music of Dittersdorf. 

 

Actaeon

 

In Greek mythology, Actaeon , son of the priestly herdsman Aristaeus and Autonoe in Boeotia, was a famous Theban hero, trained by the centaur Cheiron, who suffered the fatal wrath of Artemis; (later his myth was attached to her Roman counterpart Diana). The surviving details of his transgression vary: "the only certainty is in what Aktaion suffered, what Artemis did: the hunter became the hunted; he was transformed into a stag, and his raging hounds, struck with a 'wolf's frenzy' , tore him apart as they would a stag." This is the iconic motif by which Actaeon is recognized, both in ancient art and in Renaissance and post-Renaissance depictions.
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Actaeon
 
Publius Ovidius Naso March 20, 43 BC – 17 AD
 
By 8 AD, Ovid had completed his most famous work: Metamorphoses, an epic poem drawing on Greek mythology. The poem's subject, as the author indicates at the outset, is "forms changed into new bodies". From the emergence of the cosmos from formless mass into the organized material world to the deification of Julius Caesar many chapters later, the poem weaves tales of transformation. The stories are woven one after the other by the telling of humans transformed into new bodies — trees, rocks, animals, flowers, constellations and so forth. Many famous myths are recounted such as Apollo and Daphne, Orpheus and Eurydice and Pygmalion. It offers an explanation to many alluded myths in other works. It is also a valuable source for those attempting to piece together Roman religion, as many of the characters in the book are Olympian gods or their offspring.
 
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ovid
 
Not related to music
 
Metamorphosis by Frenz Kaftka 1916
 
Full Text
http://records.viu.ca/~johnstoi/stories/kafka-E.htm
 
Notes for future editing

